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 THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 

HELD APRIL 11, 2022 AT 7:00 P.M. 
AT THE BENSON COMMUNITY CENTER 

705 W. UNION STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA            
      

CALL TO ORDER:    
    

Mayor Konrad called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Mayor Konrad then introduced Shaylin Taylor 
and Savannah Kilpatrick, members of the Benson Youth Council, who lead the Pledge of Allegiance.       
    

ROLL CALL:   
 

Present were: Mayor Joe A. Konrad, Vice Mayor Larry Dempster, Councilmembers: Pat Boyle,              
Toney D. King Sr., Nick Maldonado, Barbara Nunn, and Cindy Tapia.  Deputy City Clerk Denise Tapia 
stated a quorum was established. 

 
EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION:  None 
 
PROCLAMATION:  Mayor Konrad read a proclamation declaring April “Fair Housing Month.”  

PROCLAMATION:  Mayor Konrad then read a proclamation declaring May 5 “National Day of Prayer.” 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:   The Mayor and Council will be available to receive comments from the public regarding 
projects for the use of FY23 federal CDBG funds from the Arizona Department of Housing Regional Account 
(RA) that the City anticipates receiving.  As a part of the public hearing, the Mayor will ask representatives of the 
Southeastern Arizona Governments Organization (SEAGO) to discuss the CDBG process, distribution of CDBG 
funds in Southeastern Arizona, what types of projects qualify for use of CDBG funds, and the amount of funds 
the City anticipates receiving (SEAGO anticipates that the amount could approximate $530,000); CDBG funds 
must be used to benefit low-income persons and areas, alleviate slum, and blight or address urgent need.    
 
Mayor Konrad started by welcoming everyone to the first Fiscal Year 2023 Community Development Black Grant 
Public Hearing, adding another public hearing will be held in the near future. Mayor Konrad then stated the Public 
Hearings are held to gather citizen input on the use of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds and 
the Fiscal Year 2023 CDBG application.  Mayor Konrad stated there are certain types of projects that are eligible 
for CDBG funds and that these projects must principally benefit low- and moderate-income persons. Mayor 
Konrad stated some of the eligible projects include water, sewer, and gas improvement, road/street improvements, 
flood and draining improvements, and public housing rehabilitation. Mayor Konrad went on to note some projects 
done in the past were water, sewer, and gas system improvements, City library expansion and large print books 
for the City library, street improvements including paving, curbs and sidewalks in eligible areas, a senior center 
which is now the community center, a drainage study and installation of ADA compliant restrooms at Lions Park.  
Mayor Konrad stated for a more comprehensive list of eligible projects and a complete list of projects completed 
since 1982, to contact the City Clerks’ office at City Hall during business hours.  Mayor Konrad then stated before 
he opens the public hearing he would like to introduce Keith Dennis, the community Development Program 
Manager from SEAGO (South Eastern Arizona Governments Organization), and his assistant Susan Bronson, 
who will give a brief presentation on CDBG, how it works, and what it can and can not be used for.  
 
Mr. Dennis asked if he heard correctly when the Mayor stated that the building they are meeting in was the Senior 
Center at one time.  Mayor Konrad stated he believes that information is correct.  Mr. Dennis stated it was great 
to be in a building funded by CDBG money.  Mr. Dennis stated this will be his first CDBG hearing for Benson 
adding he started with SEAGO when the City was in the pre-construction meeting for the last grant cycle to build 
the restrooms at Lions Park.  Mr. Dennis stated there will be two Community Block Grant Public Hearings for 
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Benson. Mr. Dennis started he would give a brief history of the CDBG Program, past CDBG projects completed 
in Benson, and then take questions and gather input from Council, Staff and the Public.   
 
Mr. Dennis stated the CDBG Program began in 1974 as part of the Housing and Urban Development Act.  He 
explained CDBG funds are apportioned out by a formula that is basically 70% population and 30% people meeting 
the Federal definition of poverty. He stated the Arizona Department of Housing is the Field Office for HUD in 
administering the CDBG Program in large cities such as Phoenix, Tucson and Sierra Vista while SEAGO helps 
to administer the CDBG Program in the four county region of Santa Cruz, Graham, Greenlee and Cochise 
Counties.   
 
Mr. Dennis stated the CDBG National Objectives (grant criteria) are: the project must primarily benefit low and 
moderate income persons, it must prevent or eliminate slum or blight conditions, or it must meet urgent needs 
related to health and safety issues.  He explained low and moderate income could be income based; however, 
other categories of people such as seniors, disabled, domestic violence victims will be considered low to moderate 
income regardless of how much money they make.  Mr. Dennis stated CDBG money can also be used to fix slum 
or blight problems regardless of the income in the neighborhood.  He explained when referring to low to moderate 
income in terms of earnings, it equates to 80% or less of average income for the same household size in the area. 
Mr. Dennis shared Benson as a whole is made up of 52.5% low to moderate income based on latest census 
numbers.  He displayed a map of low to moderate Census Block Groups in Benson and explained how income 
surveys may be necessary depending on the project type which can be difficult and time consuming. Mr. Dennis 
stated specific areas and properties can be designated as blight which takes an act of Mayor and Council in the 
form of a Resolution.  He then gave examples of projects that would be considered urgent need. 
 
Mr. Dennis next spoke about eligible project types which include: public facilities, housing, public services and 
planning. He provided specific examples of types of projects that are eligible for each category: roads, sidewalks, 
water and sewer lines, parks and non-government community facilities (public facilities), down payment 
assistance for low to moderate income people and owner-occupied housing rehabilitation, new construction by 
eligible organizations, activities that support new housing construction (housing), child care, job training, health 
care and substance abuse services and crime prevention (public services) and comprehensive plans, community 
development plans and engineering plans (planning).  
 
Mr. Dennis next explained types of funding accounts beginning with the Regional Account.  He stated the 
governing body of SEAGO sets the method of distribution every few years which determines the order in which 
communities are eligible. He then stated there are also two “wild cards”; State Special Projects (an annual state-
wide competition) and Colonias Set-Aside (a bi-annual border region competition). 
 
Mr. Dennis shared the rotation schedule for 2022 which includes Benson, Clifton, Safford and Santa Cruz County.  
He then went on to further describe State Special Projects stating it is a very competitive grant available to the 
rural communities throughout the state and the grant amount can be up to $500,000.  He stated ADOH staff ranks 
the applications by scoring criteria such as population size of low to moderate income families.  He stated a lot of 
the applications are for housing rehab projects to maximize grant scoring potential.  He then shared a success story 
about Tombstone being awarded for the renovation of their Senior Center on their second try at the grant.  He next 
described the Colonias Set-Aside as a biannual grant for up to $2 million.  He stated it must be a state-recognized 
Colonia as defined by the Department of Housing, 2/3 of which are in the SEAGO region.  He noted projects are 
typically limited to water, wastewater, stormwater or housing rehabilitation. 

Mr. Dennis stated the last three CDBG projects in Benson were Lions Park improvements.  He then shared a brief 
story about acquiring funding for a Boys and Girls Club in Nogales before opening the floor to questions.   

Mayor Konrad opened the Public Hearing at 7:36 pm.  There were no questions or comments by members of the 
audience. The Public Hearing was closed at 7:37 pm 
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Mr. Dennis reapproached the podium and announced there would be a subsequent Public Hearing at which time 
Council will be invited to make a decision on what the City’s CDBG project will be.  He stated for maximum 
transparency, the State requires the project selected to be listed in the minutes of the meeting currently taking 
place then asked Council and Staff to present their brainstormed ideas. 

Councilmember King suggested continuing Lions Park improvements.  Councilmember Boyle suggested a 
community garden and fruit and/or nut trees planted throughout the community rather than ornamental trees.  
Councilmember Maldonado suggested activities at the park such as pickleball and cornhole and additional lighted 
fields for slow pitch.   

Councilmember Tapia asked if monies could be used for existing projects or if they have to be new projects.  Mr. 
Dennis replied it could potentially be used for existing projects if the project meets the CBDG National Objectives.  
Councilmember Tapia then asked if the projects needed to be specifically named or if they could be more general, 
such as Lions Park improvements.  Mr. Dennis answered the more specific, the better.  Councilmember Tapia 
then suggested additional playing fields, a splash pad, and improving the walking/running path with the addition 
of activity centers.  Councilmember Tapia asked if emergency preparedness/planning projects would be eligible.  
Mr. Dennis stated it would be worth bringing up and including in the minutes.  Councilmember Tapia then asked 
why there would be funds that were not used.  Mr. Dennis explained a project may not come in at enough to make 
it worth using CBGD monies to fund it.     

Councilmember Maldonado suggested additional lighted fields at the park.  Councilmember Nunn suggested park 
improvements as well.  Vice Mayor Dempster asked if it was possible to have another meeting to gather conceptual 
ideas noting some of the suggested park improvements are already in the making and money has already been 
allocated for them.  Mr. Dennis answered he requested Council gave more specific answers and they have done 
so.  Mr. Dempster stated the plan now includes ball fields, the splash pad and pickleball courts and additional 
features could be added if there was more money.  Mr. Dennis stated local funds could be used as matching funds.  
Councilmember Maldonado questioned whether there was safe passage from the east side of the park to the west 
side noting the wash between them floods during monsoon season.  Mr. Dennis asked if he was referring to a 
bridge.  Councilmember Maldonado confirmed he was and there is currently a bridge, but he believes there needs 
to be more than one.  Mr. Dennis asked if engineering plans had been drawn up.  Councilmember Maldonado 
answered they had not. 

Councilmember Tapia asked if CBDG funds could be used for engineering expenses of if engineering plans 
already need to be in place.  Mr. Dennis replied it is great if plans are already in place, but engineering studies fall 
under planning grants which covers architects, engineers and consultants if needed.  Councilmember Tapia asked 
if an additional meeting could be held to gather input.  Mr. Dennis confirmed it could and noted the required two 
meetings is the minimum.  Councilmember Tapia asked if ideas for State Special Projects and Colonias Set-Aside 
also needed to be recorded in the minutes of a meeting if the City would like to apply for them.  Mr. Dennis replied 
there is always public process which includes a minimum of two meetings.  Councilmember Tapia the asked if 
Mr. Dennis was able to give recommendations for projects.   Mr. Dennis stated he has not been told he could not.  
Mr. Dennis suggested in order to have a shovel ready project for future funding opportunities, the City may want 
to use some of the CBDG funding for engineering for any Capital Improvement projects they may be considering.   

Councilmember King asked if the City could apply for more than one type of CBDG funding.  Mr. Dennis 
confirmed more than one type can be applied for.  Councilmember King asked if the area by Walmart is part of 
the Colonias.  Councilmember Maldonado stated Mr. Dennis had mentioned Prickly Pear and Cactus Streets.  
Councilmember King stated that neighborhood is in need of repair and suggested applying for Colonias funding 
and using the approximate $530,000 in CBDG monies for park improvements.  Mr. Dennis stated Colonias 
specifically addresses infrastructure problems from the original development of the State such as antiquated 
bridges and water lines.  Councilmember King asked when Lions Park was developed.  The consensus was in the 
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1930s or 1940s.  Councilmember King then stated some of the infrastructure is bad and asked if Colonias monies 
could be used to get from one side of the wash to the other.  Mr. Dennis stated according to the information he 
has, the two Colonias eligible neighborhoods in Benson are on the south side of 4th Street and he doubts Lions 
Park is in a Colonias designated area.  Councilmember King then asked if Colonias funding could be used for the 
neighborhood by the Catholic Church because there is no doubt in his mind that it is part of the designated area.  
Councilmember King repeated the approximate $530,000 in CBDG monies could be used for park improvements 
and Colonias funds could be used to improve places that need it.  Mr. Dennis reminded Council that State Special 
Projects and Colonias Set-Aside must be shovel ready projects. 

Vice Mayor Dempster asked if funding for the projects that are already underway and have engineering firms, 
consultants and completed plans would be a sure thing.  Mr. Dennis replied he very much hesitates to stand at a 
podium where minutes are being recorded or a reporter may be present and say it is a sure thing, but it sounds a 
lot like a sure thing.  Vice Mayor Dempster recommended having another meeting right away. 

Councilmember Tapia asked Mr. Dennis if he could continue to help find the Colonias eligible areas in Benson.  
He stated he could.  Mayor Konrad informed Councilmember Tapia that Ms. Vivian is on the SEAGO Executive 
Board and Vice Mayor Dempster serves as the City’s elected official, so she can also access information through 
them.  

Ms. Vivian stated while she understands the general feeling is to make improvements to the park she would like 
to go on record as mentioning the following potential projects so they would be included in the minutes in order 
to be considered as the City and Council move forward with the process: paving, street improvements, sidewalks 
and curb cuts.  

Mayor Konrad thanked Mr. Dennis for his time.  

CALL TO THE PUBLIC – AGENDA-RELATED COMMENTS ONLY:  Communications and comments 
from the citizens regarding the City of Benson or other matters properly addressed to the City Council shall be 
heard by the Council.  Such remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a whole and shall be limited to five (5) 
minutes unless this time is adjusted at the discretion of the Mayor or Council. 
 

Paul Lotsof, a non-resident, and business owner of the CAVE FM radio station in Benson stated he would 
like to speak on agenda item 2.  He stated he would like to update everyone on all the advertising dollars 
the City of Benson has spent.  Mr. Lotsof stated the City has spent over $52,000 on advertising for the 
calendar year 2020 and $64,000 in 2021, he stated he gets his facts from the bill payments in the packets 
adding in some cases the expenditures were impossible to determine who got the money and what it was 
for.  Mr. Lotsof stated a charge card the City uses comes from Cox Communications which provides cable 
television service and sells advertising on their cable television channels.  The listing on the bills that are 
paid says Cox communications where is it is supposed to say what it is for it only stated a monthly service 
charge. All the charge cards combined come out to be in the tens of thousands or maybe more worth of 
service charges.  Mayor Konrad interrupted Mr. Lotsof and stated he was under the impression that he 
was going to speak about item # 2.  Mr. Lotsof stated he would be speaking about it.  Mr. Lotsof went on 
to say the Sierra Vista Herald got the most money; over $20,130 in 2021, some of which was required by 
law, but most of it was discretionary. Mr. Lotsof stated the parent company shut down the Benson paper 
in May 2020; leaving Benson was probably a wise move for them.  Mr. Lotsof stated behind the Herald 
in 2nd place with $15,000 was the City of Sierra Vista for the Cochise County Economic Council which 
is on the agenda and 3rd place is a company called Certified Folder Display out of Vista California at 
$10,644.  Mr. Lotsof went on to name different businesses that received money from the City adding the 
Benson radio station received a big goose egg for 2021.  Mr. Lotsof stated no business in Benson received 
advertising dollars from the City of Benson.  Mr. Lotsof stated based on years of selling advertising, when 
private businesses buy advertising they always know if the advertising is effective and cost-effective.  Mr. 
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Lotsof stated it would be nice if the local advertising companies would receive some of the money as 
opposed to spending all of the money out of town.    

 
CITY MANAGER’S SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS REPORT:   
 

City Manager Vicki Vivian addressed Council, giving the dates of upcoming meetings and events. 
 

Monday, May 9, 2022          – City Council Worksession, 5:30 p.m., Benson Community Center 
 

Monday, May 9, 2022 – City Council Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Benson Community Center 
 
Monday, May 23, 2022  – City Council Special Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Benson Community Center  

 
          Saturday, April 16, 2022  –    Brighten the Path “Easter Trash Hunt”, at Lion’s Park meet at the large 

ramada, at 7:00 a.m. 
    They are organizing another trash clean-up day and are asking for 

volunteers again. Come out for the morning, meet some of your 
neighbors and help beautify our City!  

    For more information, please contact Elton Bowmen at 520-686-3543 
 

             Saturday, April 16, 2022   – Jr Women’s Club Hosting 
    Egg Hunt and Spring Carnival, at Lion’s Park 
    Egg Hunt at 9:00 a.m. Carnival 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

           Tickets for carnival games are 3 for $1, Egg hunt is free   
       

             Saturday, April 23, 2022   –  Free Community Women’s Event at the Benson High School Gym, at 
2:00 p.m.  Motivational Speaker Kacey McCallister will be speaking. 
Kacey is a double amputee, his story is one of hope, inspiring people all 
over the world to rise above their own obstacles in life. All women of 
our community are invited to attend, free of charge. You won’t want to 
miss this! 

 
Mayor Konrad added everything that has been scheduled out for May will be scheduled to be at the Community  
Center.  If Council Chambers is ready, Council will move over there.  If there is a change it will be stated on the 
agenda, so look at the agenda for the location.  
      
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Discussion and possible action on the Consent Agenda 

 
1a. Minutes of the March 14, 2022 Regular Meeting   
1b. Reappointment of Cindy Batten to The Villages at Vigneto Community Facilities Districts 1, 2, and 

3 Boards    
1c. Reappointment of David DiPeso to The Villages at Vigneto Community Facilities Districts 1, 2, and 

3 Boards  
1d.  Invoices processed for the period from March 1, 2022 through March 31, 2022   

Councilmember Maldonado moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Councilmember King.  
Motion passed 7-0. 
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2.    Discussion and possible action regarding the CCTEC (Cochise County Tourism & Economic 
Council) Intergovernmental Agreement between Cochise County and the City of Benson   
 
Mayor Konrad read the Council communication sheet for City Manager Vicki Vivian.  Mayor Konrad 
read the following: The City is currently part of an Intergovernmental Agreement with the County and 5 
of the 7 incorporated cities in Cochise County.  The purpose of the agreement is to promote regional 
tourism and to reaffirm the mission of the Cochise County Tourism & Economic Council (CCTEC), 
formerly the Cochise County Tourism Steering Committee, which was formed to replace the Cochise 
County Tourism Council. 
 
Mayor Konrad continued reading, that the agreement is about to automatically renew for its final one-
year period on July 1.  Should the Council wish to cancel the agreement, a 60-day notice is required. 
 
Mayor Konrad continued reading, at the March 14 Council meeting, Kate Cox, the CCTEC Marketing 
Coordinator, addressed Council discussing the CCTEC’s marketing efforts, including advertising, 
Familiarization (“Fam”) Tours for travel writers, and tour operators, among other things. 
 
Mayor Konrad continued reading, should the Council decide not to renew the agreement, Staff will notify 
the proper party satisfying the termination requirement.  

Councilmember Boyle moved to cancel the IGA with the Cochise County Tourism & Economic Council.  
Seconded by Vice Mayor Dempster.   
 
Councilmember King stated he would like to comment and looking back at the previous meeting there 
were questions about how the money was being spent.  He stated he understands that one side of it was 
advertising to millennials but what was left out was the seniors.  Councilmember King stated his concern 
was not having meeting; his idea was going to be to have mandatory meetings if the agreement were 
extended but since there is a motion on the floor, he believes it is very important to keep Benson out there. 
Councilmember King stated Benson will always be the gateway to Cochise County, the question is was 
the CCTC doing enough adverting.  He stated it is a hard choice and Council needs to take into 
consideration even the local advertising, adding his advice is to combine in order to include both 
millennials and seniors.  
 
Mayor Konrad stated his expectation if the contract is canceled is to reallocate the money that would have 
been going to this contract to market to the areas that would benefit Benson, which would be up to Staff 
to make that work. 
 
Councilmember Tapia stated she agreed with Mayor Konrad’s comment.  
 
Mayor Konrad stated there is a motion and a second, motion passed 7-0.  
  

CALL TO THE PUBLIC – NON-AGENDA-RELATED COMMENTS:  Communications and comments 
from the citizens regarding the City of Benson or other matters properly addressed to the City Council shall be 
heard by the Council.  Such remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a whole and shall be limited to five (5) 
minutes unless this time is adjusted at the discretion of the Mayor or Council.  
 

Mayor Konrad stated there was no one signed up to speak on non-agenda-related topics.  
   
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:  No comments from Council. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

Councilmember King moved to adjourn at 8:17 p.m.  Seconded by Maldonado.  Motion passed 7-0.  
 
 

             
 

 
____________________________ 

                               Joe A. Konrad, Mayor 
 ATTEST: 
   

____________________________   
Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 
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